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ABSTRACT

Writing petition and utilization of rhetoric in late-Chosun era :
Comments on point of contact between paleography and
Chinese literature

Chon, Kyoung-mok*

New trend had been appeared since late eighteenth century when was
estimated to educate to write petition in the village schools. That was
writing petition with a variety of rhetoric reflecting the education of
Chinese had been expanded to the classes beside noblemen and the
perception of right or possession had been settled up to the countryside
communities. To prove these, two aspects are reviewed on multiple
textbooks and real petitions. First thing is to understand what vocabularies
and words were used and what rhetoric techniques were applied to express
the position or feeling of the persons to claim petition. Since it is focused
mainly on the expression, it is called as ‘rhetoric as the expression’ in this
article. The next thing is to investigate how overall writing was organized
logically so as to clearly deliver the intention and the purpose of petition. It
is called as ‘rhetoric technique as the strategy of lawsuit’ in terms of
strategic writing organization so as to deliver the intention of the person
who claimed the petition sufficiently. In addition, it was called as Oejibu
that was the person to write the petition to assist the plaintiff or the

defendant using rhetoric, or on behalf of them. The evidences of their

* Professor, The Academy of Korean Studies, ckmok@aks.ac.kr
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involvements will be reviewed in the real petitions. Then, it will be

reviewed how they learned rhetoric in the village schools.

Key Words : petition, rhetoric, village school, textbook, Oejibu, figure of
speech, metonymy, four steps in composition (the introduction,
the development of the theme, conversion, and summing up)
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